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DISCLAIMER 
I  am not a  
lawyer 
--- NOR --- 
do I play one  
on TV 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/wright/glider.html 
Why should we care about 
copyright? 
Lawsuits & liability 
Ethics & stealing 
Role models 
Where to start? 
• Is it copyrighted/protected?     © 
• If it is protected, do you wish to exercise 
one of the owner’s exclusive rights? 
• Is your use “fair use”? 
(taken from UT-Austin’s Crash Course in Copyright) 
How long does a copyright last? 
• Before 1923:  All works published in the 
United States before 1923 are in the public 
domain.  
• 1923-1977:  Works published after 1922, but 
before 1978 are protected for 95 years from 
the date of publication. 
• 1978 onward:  For works published after 
1977, the copyright lasts for the life of the 
author plus 70 years.  
Owner’s Exclusive Rights: 
1. To reproduce or copy the work 
2. To prepare derivative works 
3. To distribute or transfer ownership 
4. To perform the work publicly 
5. To display the work publicly 
6. To perform the work publicly by means of 
digital audio transmission 
4 Factors of Fair Use: 
1. What is the character of the use?  
2. What is the nature of the work to be used?  
3. How much of the work will you use?  
4. What effect would this use have on the 
market if the use were widespread?  
Classroom Use of Videos 
• It must be shown as part of an 
instructional program 
• It must be shown in a classroom or 
other school location devoted to 
instruction 
• It must be shown only to students and 
educators 
Classroom Use of Videos  
[Continued] 
• It must be shown in a face-to-face 
setting  
• It must be shown using a legitimate 
copy  
• It may not be used for entertainment or 
recreation. 
Videos 
Question: 
Is my showing of the 
these videos permissible 
under the Fair Use 
provisions of U.S. 
copyright law? 
Group discussions: 
• Decide who will be recorder/reporter 
• Pick 2 of the scenarios and discuss 
• Can you do legally? 
• If no, can you modify something to still use 
the resource and make it better legally? 
4 Factors of Fair Use: 
1. What is the character of the use?  
2. What is the nature of the work to be used?  
3. How much of the work will you use?  
4. What effect would this use have on the 
market if the use were widespread?  
Licensing vs. Copyright 
Licenses may override copyright –  
 read them carefully 
 
• Home use only vs. performance rights 
• Can you make additional copies legally? 
• Creative Commons License 
When in doubt… 
• Revisit the 4 factors of fair use 
• Look for information in copyright texts 
• Get permission 
• Ask your company lawyer 
Credits 
• Title of presentation and 8 slides taken from The 
Copy(W)Right Stuff - created in 2003 by Gerry McKiernan, 
Associate Professor & Science Librarian, Iowa State 
University 
 
• Perry Mason – Photo from The Salter Collection – University 
of Michigan Program in Film and Video Studies - 
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/filmvideo/collections/dhc_salter.ht
ml#tv 
 
• Perry Mason theme music composed by Earle Hagen – 
available at:  http://www.whirligig-
tv.co.uk/tv/adults/other/perrymason.htm 
 
• Peggy Hoon (Editor). Guidelines for Educational Use of 
Copyrighted Materials: Designed for Educators and 
Librarians in the Higher Education Setting.  Pullman: 
Washington State University Press, 1997. 
